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ABSTRACT
This contribution provides a summary of the major standards activities at the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) TR-41 - User Premises Telecommunications Requirements meeting that was held November 7-11 in Anaheim, California.  The summary is based on information gleaned from the TR41.3, TR41.7, and TR41.9 Chair’s Reports that were submitted to the TR-41 Plenary meeting.  The underlined items are related to Part 68 or ACTA-adopted technical criteria and thus may be of particular interest to the ACTA.  
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Summary of TIA TR41 Meeting held Nov. 7-11, 2011, in Anaheim CA.
TR41.3 Analog and Digital Wirline Terminals 
ACTA-11-020
The TR41.3 working groups met Nov. 7-9 and TR41.3 met on Nov. 10.  The items below were reported to the TR41 Plenary by the TR41.3 Chair.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  TR41-11-11-005-MR1-TR41.3Chair'sReport.doc] 

4

1. Handset Acoustic Performance Requirements for Analog Telephones:  The TR-41.3.5 working group agreed to several changes related to draft standard TIA-470.110-D:
1. Change test signals to real speech.
2. Remove the “mandatory” receive frequency response mask and change the “desired” receive frequency response mask to “mandatory.”
3. Remove the “low leak” test condition.
4. Change from “Reference Volume Control” to “Nominal Volume Control.” 
5. Replace “Receive Linearity” with receive volume control and varying input levels.
6. Change “Send Linearity” from a requirement to a recommendation.
7. Add a measurement of “Conversational Gain” to measure the volume control gain.
8. Include the addendum to TIA-470.110-C in the revision.
TR-41.3 voted to approve sending TIA-470.110-D draft out for industry ballot.
2. Telephone Answering Devices:  The draft standard was approved in an industry ballot that closed Sept. 17. TR41.3 agreed to send ANSI/TIA-470.330-C to TIA for publication.
3. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Telephones with Handsets:  An error concerning the bandwidth of the comfort noise test signal was found in TIA-920.110-A. A proposed Errata was approved by TR41.3 for publication.
4. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Speakerphones:  The industry ballot closed Oct. 30. The TR41.3.3 WG agreed to revise the draft text to address the ballot comments. TR41.3 approved a re-ballot. 
5. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Telephones with Headsets, Addendum 1 (to become TIA-920.130-A-1):  The normalized RLR value for TCLw measurement for binaural headsets was not included in the recently published TIA-920.130-A standard. An addendum was prepared by TR41.3.3 and TR-41.3 approved the addendum for an industry ballot.
6. Network Signaling Performance requirements for Analog Telephones: A ballot to re-affirm ANSI/TIA-470.230-C was opened on Oct. 27 and will close on Dec. 11, 2011.  Comments, if any, will be discussed at the February, 2012, meeting.
7. Cordless Telephone Operation and Feature Performance Requirements: A ballot to re-affirm ANSI/TIA-470.320-C was opened on Oct. 27 and will close on Dec. 11.  Comments, if any, will be discussed at the February, 2012, meeting.
8. Analog Telephone Port Requirements for Packet-based User Premises Terminal Equipment: In Aug., TR-41.3 approved a project to revise ANSI/TIA-1063-2007.  The justification is being drafted and when completed the project will be opened.  The new revision will be ANSI/TIA-1063-A.  The target completion date is May, 2012.
9. Acoustic Performance Requirements and Measurement Methods for High-Gain Amplified Telephones (to become ANSI/TIA-4953): The TR41.3.14 WG reviewed a contribution from Gallaudet University regarding the background and need for requirements for an acoustic hearing aid compatibility test and performance.  It was agreed that these requirements will remain in the draft standard.  A contribution from AST regarding a new test method and performance requirements for evaluating acoustic ringer levels was accepted for inclusion into the draft standard.  The WG reviewed and addressed all ballot comments and revised the document accordingly.  TR41.3 agreed to send ANSI/TIA-PN-4953 out for re-ballot.  The target completion date is May 2012.
10. Receive Volume Control Requirements for Digital and Analog Wireline Terminals (to become ANSI/TIA-4965):  Al Baum (Uniden) submitted proposed text for a new volume control standard based on the concept of conversational gain (ANSI/TIA-4965). The WG reviewed the text, made revisions, and accepted the revised submission as a draft standard.  TR-41.3 approved sending the draft out for an industry ballot.  The target completion date is May 2012.
11. TR41.3 Chair and Vice Chair elections:  James Bress of AST Technology Labs was elected Chair of TR-41.3.  There were no candidates for Vice Chair, so that position remains open.  However, one member indicated some interest in running for the position so an election for Vice Chair of TR41.3 is expected at the February, 2012, meeting.
TR41.7 Environmental and Safety Considerations 
TR41.7 met on Thursday afternoon Nov. 10.  The items below were reported to the TR41 Plenary by the TR41.7 Chair Randy Ivans (UL).[endnoteRef:2] [2:  TR41-11-11-006-MR1-TR41.7Chair'sReport (IVANS).doc] 

1. Ethernet First Mile Overvoltage Tests:  No contributions on this topic were received for the Nov. meeting.  Contributions are requested for the February, 2012, meeting. TR41.7 will consider closing the project if no contributions are received.
2. Surge Resistibility of Smart Grid Equipment:  The final draft of the TIA-1194 standard, Surge Resistibility of Smart Grid Equipment Connected to either DC or 120/240 V Single Phase AC and Metallic Communication Lines, has been sent to TIA for publication. TIA is waiting for the results of the ANSI ballot before publishing.
3. Acoustic testing for UL62368-1:  TR41.7.1 reviewed a comment related to acoustic testing in UL62368-1.  TR41.7 agreed that the Chair should send an email to UL indicating TR41.7 support for the comment and TR41.7’s opinion that the comment is an editorial clarification rather than a new requirement and thus no re-ballot is required.
4. TR41.7.1 - Harmonization of Safety Standards:  Interest in the work of TR41.7.1 seems to be waning and the need for a separate WG is no longer justified. Going forward, work related to the harmonization of safety standards will be handled in TR41.7.
5. TR41.7 Chair and Vice Chair elections:  TR41.7 was scheduled to hold Chair and Vice Chair elections but no nominations were received.  TR41.7 agreed to waive the two term limitation for the current Chair, and Randy Ivans (UL) was elected to another two year term as Chair.  The position of Vice Chair remains vacant.     

TR41.9 Technical and Administrtive Regulatory Considerations 
TR41.9, and its working group TR41.9.1, met for two days Nov. 8-9, 2011.  The items below were reported to the TR41 Plenary by Acting Chair, Randy Ivans (UL). [endnoteRef:3] [3:  TR41-11-11-007-MR1-TR41.9Chair'sReport (IVANS).doc ] 

1. Addendum to TIA-968-B:  A draft addendum to TIA-968-B was developed and reviewed by the subcommittee.  The proposed addendum (TIA-968-B-1) updates several informative references and corrects several tables and figures related to VDSL2.  The proposed addendum was approved for an industry ballot.  If the addendum is finalized at the Feb., 2012, meeting, it will be then be submitted to ACTA for a 30 day public review.
2. TR41 Part 68 FAQs:  A project was initiated to update the Part 68 FAQ list that is currently provided on the TIA TR41 webpage.  Several of the FAQs cite TIA-968-A and Part 68 rather than TIA-968-B.  Proposed changes will be reviewed at the Feb., 2012, meeting of TR41.9.  
3. Addendum to TSB-31-D:  A project was approved to develop an addendum to TIA TSB-31-D to correct the HAC/VC test methods in Section 14.  This provides an opportunity to correct any other errors and issues related to TSB-31-D, so contributions proposing revisions to TSB-31-D are requested for the Feb. 2012 meeting of TR41.9.  If contributions on this topic are received in time, TR41.9 will hold an interim WebEx meeting in Jan. 2012 to complete the addendum and approve it for ballot. 
4. Project to develop conversational gain test methods.  As previously mentioned in the TR41.3 report, TR41.3 is in the process of developing a new volume control standard (TIA-4965) that is based on the concept of conversational gain.  The new standard will require corresponding test methods to be developed and added to TSB-31-D once TIA-4965 is finalized.  A project was approved to revise the volume control test methods in TSAB-31-D to include conversational gain.
5. TIA petition for FCC rulemaking.  TR41.9 would like TIA’s User Premises Equipment Division (UPED) to follow the development in TR41.3 of the new volume control standard (TIA-4965) based on conversational gain and to consider petitioning the FCC for a rulemaking to include that standard in 47 C.F.R. Part 68.317 once it is approved by ANSI.
6. Standards due for 5-year ANSI review:  The following ANSI standards are due to be reaffirmed, revised, or withdrawn in 2013.  Contributions recommending revisions to these standards are requested for the Feb. 2012 meeting of TR41.9.
- TIA-168-B (TTE Labeling Standard)   
- TIA-1096-A (Connector Standard)   
7. TR41.9 Chair and Vice Chair elections:  TR41.9 was scheduled to hold Chair and Vice Chair elections but no nominations were received.  The Chair and Vice Chair positions remain open.
