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 TR41.9 Technical and Administrative Regulatory Considerations:
NOTE: TR41.9 is a standards formulating group that initiates proposals and monitors regulations and related matters for wireline telecommunications terminal equipment in North America.

The primary work of this subcommittee includes:

· development, maintenance and interpretation of technical requirements to prevent network harm (e.g. 47CFR Part 68, TIA-968)
· development and maintenance of related administrative requirements, guidelines and procedures
· Development and maintenance of test methods and guidelines
· submission of technical and administrative documents to the ACTA for adoption
· advising and responding to others (e.g. FCC, ACTA, Industry Canada, committees or individuals) on regulatory issues in the telecommunications terminal equipment environment
· efforts to foster harmonization with CS-03, other North American regulatory requirements and industry standards

The group will also consider such other regulatory matters it deems appropriate.
1) Chair Phil Havens opened the meeting and announced that the contribution deadline is 1st August for the next quarterly (August - a virtual) meeting. Meeting date is set for 10th August with the possibility of 17th August as an alternative. When asked of participants, I recommend the 17th. (Phil recommends that the August meeting of TR41.9 be contained within a 2-hour conference call on whichever of the two Wednesdays are decided upon; 11AM CDT.)

2) Phil reminded participants that the November, 2011, face-to-face meeting is the quarterly meeting at which an election for new leadership TR41.9 is scheduled. Interested candidates should contact the TIA.

3) The chair announced that the November meeting will be located either in Anaheim or Las Vegas and it will probably be scheduled for the week of 7th November. The chair also discussed 2012 meetings – particularly the possibility of another co-located meeting (as was done at this meeting in May) but a month later - possibly a June vs. a traditionally-held May meeting. Phil suggested it might well be located again at the Gaylord-Texan, Dallas, TX.

4) There were ten (10) Attendees: Matt Mulvihill, Industry Canada; Magdoly Rondon, Industry Canada; Hazim Dawood, Industry Canada; Tim Lawler, Cisco; Amar Ray, Embarq; Trone Bishop, Verizon; Rafi Rahamim, Pulsecom; John Bipes, ACTA; Randy Ivans, UL-Melville; and Chair Phil Havens, Littelfuse,.

5) I gave the ACTA – SDO Liaison Report. Included was a verbal overview of the efforts of the ACTA, its sponsors ATIS and TIA, and all interested parties in getting the Federal Communications Commission to make a definitive ruling on VoiP devices which can make a PSTN connection.

6) Industry Canada reported on an update to some of its test methods and figures contained in CS-03, Pts. 2, 6 and 7. Comments are due by 6th June, followed by 30-day letter ballot. Adoption is expected to occur by early August, 2011.

7) Industry Canada also clarified Audit requirements for Certification Bodies. 

8) Re. CS-03, Pt.5 HAC requirements:  Updates of the RLR/ROLR requirements will reference TIA-470.110-C and TIA-810-B. As with the earlier-noted updates to CS-03, comments on RLR/ROLR will be received followed by a 30-day letter ballot and then adoption.

9) Industry Canada is amending CB-02:  It will be mandating verification within the test report that 3rd-party testing performed was actually done by a lab recognized by Industry Canada.

10) FCC activities were reported on by Chair Havens – including a 5th April update which has occurred on the FCC Website. 

11) American broadband plans and speeds were discussed.

12) TR41.9-11-05-011-TIA Reply Comments to the FCC were discussed. 

13) TR41.9-11-05-012-ACTA Reply Comments to the FCC were discussed. 

14) Matt Mulvihill, Industry Canada, reported on global discussions originating within the European Union relating to the EU’s desire for international cooperation on telecom regulatory issues – discussions which include the FCC in the USA.
15) There was a TSB-31-D update:  Ballot voting was completed. There were 9 approvals, 1 approval with comments, 1 abstention, 8 ballots not returned. The document was reviewed on 17th May – an overall comprehensive review (It was reported that MSWORD to .pdf conversions are problematic but in-process). Publication will be “soon…but not yet”.  (See contribution -006 for ballot comments.). Both WORD and .pdf versions of TSB-31-D were to have been and presumably were presented to the TR41 Plenary on Friday, 20th May. Publication is anticipated to follow at TIA shortly thereafter (surely before the next meeting of the ACTA, 16th June, 2011 according to Chair Havens).

16) Chair Havens moved that TSB-31-C and its Addendum be withdrawn upon –D’s publication. The motion passed and was approved.

17) Chair Havens presented the issues of TR41.9-011-05-001R3, TIA-1096-A, Technical Requirements for Terminal Equipment Connectors, due for review/update in March, 2013; and TIA-168-B, Telephone Terminal Equipment – Label Requirements, due for review/update February, 2013.

18) Steve Whitesell reported on TIA’s/UPED’s [User Premise Equipment Division] anticipated meetings with FCC’s OET [Office of Engineering Technology] on several telecom issues. Industry Canada was also invited to be part of the delegation to meet with the FCC.

19) Upcoming TR41.9 activities:

· Updating TIA-968-B references to soon to be archived TSB-31-C

· Conversational Gain in TSB-31-D (TIA-470.110-D [analog] / TIA-810-C [digital] for reference)

· I (the ACTA SDO Liaison) floated the straw-man idea of TR41.9 offering to the assist FCC through TR41 that it would be willing take on possible technical homework the Commission may wish to delegate to the industry preliminary to a VoiP / HAC decision being sought from the FCC. Such technical work might result in TR41’s generating subsequent VoiP and/or HAC ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria to include FCC Pt.68 HAC requirements. (I made clear that the purpose of the suggestion was to provide progress desired of the Commission by the ACTA on VoiP issues, not expanding the purview of the ACTA, but enlisting TR41’s insights in assisting the Commission in resolving the VoiP issue.)
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