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TR41.9.1 – Day 1:
1)

Technical review of the ‘fresh cut’ revision of PN-3-0016-RV2 (TIA-968-B) Draft Revision 4.0, “Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Technical Requirements for Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network DRAFT - Revision 4.0, 26 January 2007 (To become TIA-968-B).” Discussions on work yet to be completed. 
TR41.9 – Day 2:

(Deadline 31st July for August meeting of SDO TR41.9 in Ottawa.)
2) Target date for completion of TIA-968-B: Sept., 2007. May require reaffirmation of earlier documents. (See also item 16 herein.)
3) The ACTA Report to St.Petersburg was given – again to a rapturous reception by SDO TR41.9. I specifically requested TR41.9’s updating TIA-168 Labeling Requirements and getting it back to the ACTA for adoption (sans the Z-Ringer references). Trone Bishop noted that he’s got a contribution to TR41.9 St.Petersburg to that end. (See also item 17 herein.)
4) TCB Activities. Scott Roleson gave the TCBC winter meeting report from San Diego. Scott emphasized wireless and de-emphasized wireline TCB activities. 
5) INDUSTRY CANADA report by Efrain Guevara: VDSL2 was adopted into CS-03, Sect. 8, Amendment 3 on 21st April. 17th May is the date of the next TAPAC meeting. I.C. wishes to quit charging a fee-for-I.C.-logo-label (presently 11c CDN/ea.) and do as the ACTA does – charge a one-time filing fee…a revenue-neutral fee of $750 CDN (equiv. to approx. $765 USD). The Canadian Treasury Board wants more recent evidence – before changing rates – of the industry consensus (the most recent of which dates from 2004). Efrain solicited letters from TR41.9 to I.C. on recommendations for fee changes. 
NOTE: A draft in WORD format of the IC fee proposal for detailed reference, if members of the ACTA are interested.
6) Phil Havens described technical difficulties with TIA’s on-line balloting…particularly w.r.t. TIA-968-A-5…balloting which bounced on 14th February, ’07.

7) TSB31-C, Draft 17-G, p.244 has a WORD formatting difficulty (Transverse Balance equation slipped down). Roger Hunt is correcting the WORD document, updating, and sending to TR41.9 Chair, Phil Havens.

8) Discussion re. the disposition of TIA-968-A, A1, A2 and A3: Scott Roleson moved to extend these documents, seconded by Trone Bishop – TIA to communicate the extension via ANSI.

9) Review of ANSI’s “TCB Evaluation Form”, ANSI-ACP-FR-026: The document was reviewed and overview info. was provided by me as the ACTA representative and also Trone Bishop. An ad hoc group was formed; Matt Mulvihill, IC WG-leader, Scott Roleson, Roger Hunt, Trone Bishop, Randy Ivans, [John Bipes]. The ad hoc will make a contribution at the August meeting in Ottawa.  

10) Considerable time was spent agonizing over TR41.9-07-05-012MR2-ADSL2 (READSL2)-Requirements-TIA-968-B’s Table 4.XX PSD Mask 1 definition for READSL2. It was decided to send the contribution to a WG to be headed by author Tim Lawler for re-submission (to TR41.9.1) after corrections.
11)  Glenn Hess, MWM ACOUSTICS, gave a HAC measurement presentation for possible inclusion in TSB31-C, Sect. 15.1.5 – specific recommendations for which artificial ear to be used and which drive level is appropriate. 

While it may well be appropriate to bring Glenn’s enhancements to TSB31-C, I made an urgent request – on behalf of the ACTA – that the industry has been waiting t o o  l o n g  f o r  T S B 3 1 – C !!! Better to get TSB31-C, on the very verge of being published, published. Then, when it’s out there, available and in use, make enhancements.
12) Re. interim standard TRQ6: Since TIA-968-A-3 published in February, 2005 effectively supersedes TRQ6’s signal power references for SHDSL, HDSL2 and HDSL4, and whereas TRQ6 itself references it’s being effective only until superseded, TR41.9 recommends TRQ6 be withdrawn by its author, NIPP-NAI (ATIS’ Network Interface Power and Protection – Network Access Interface committee), and when NIPP-NAI notifies the ACTA we on the ACTA can similarly archive it. TR41.9’s chair Havens will draft a letter to NIPP-NAI.

13) SDO TR41.9 reviewed FCC’s periodic rewiew as to whether or not Pt.68 is still necessary as a regulatory requirement and agreed with the FCC staff recommendation which follows:
The Part 68 rules are necessary to ensure that connection of CPE to inside wiring does not harm the PSTN or injure carrier personnel. In addition, these rules ensure the compatibility of hearing aids and telephone receivers so that persons with hearing disabilities will be able to use virtually all telephones. Competitive developments thus have not affected the need for these rules because they remain important for reasons of public safety and accessibility. Therefore, WCB staff does not find that the Part 68 rules are “no longer necessary in the public interest as the result of meaningful economic competition between providers of such [telecommunications] service.” Staff therefore recommends that repeal or modification is not warranted at this time.

14) Scott Roleson moved that the NJW SYSTEMS’ complaint (TR41.9-07-05-009) issue be referred (via a letter from the TR41.9 chair to the complainant) that he take his issue to the Commission for disposition and possible enforcement. Steve Whitesell also recommended TR42 be copied on the TR41.9 letter – as there may be more plug/jack/cable manufacturers present at TR42 (who presumably might help correct the loop back to the several manufacturers).
15) TIA-968-B (SP-3-0016-RV3) status:  Much progress was made on Monday, 30th April, with Scott Roleson’s contribution. Scott’s got the ‘style proliferation’ in hand. TIA-968-B to be ‘substantially done’ by years end, 2007 (See also item 2 herein.)
16)  TIA/TSB-168-B update to eliminate Z-Ringer references: Trone Bishop has obtained a WORD version of TSB-168-A from Chair Havens and Trone volunteers to do the re-write and SDO TR41.9 desires this to be posted and subsequently balloted (by e-mail) – so the ACTA can have the new document by 14th August, 2007.

17) Next meeting of SDO TR41.9.1 to be Monday and TR41.9 to be Tuesday the week of 13th August, 2007 – Ottawa, Ontario.
TR41.7.5 – Day 3: (Note; in this and the recent several meetings the ACTA Representative is the only one representing ACTA’s interests at TR41.7.5.)
18) Continued my involvement with Working Group TR41.7.5 onTR41.7.5 06-11-003 …the telecommunications overcurrent surge withstand protector document, “Low-Voltage Surge Withstand Telecommunications Overcurrent Protector Components”. I joined them as the ACTA Representative at their fall 2006 meeting in LasVegas, continued with TR41.7.5 07-02-003 in spring 2007 in Houston and completed with them (for the most part) in St. Petersburg. This new standard is some 3.5 years in the making. Again, this standard and these requirements specify the protective ‘front-end’ in the network interface of all TE which appear on the ACTA database of Approved equipment. One of the St. Petersburg corrections to the document was getting the document corrected to the +/-800V. Type A Lightning Surge found in the ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria.
The entire document was thoroughly reviewed at this meeting; corrections, additions and deletions were made and the document was approved by TR41.7.5 to ripple through TR41 to UL…culmination of 3.5 years of TR41.7.5 effort!
It was noted by the TR41.7.5 Chair, “Protectors (ex. Fuses) which are presently under UL248 will ‘pop out’ and be recertified under this new standard.”
TR41.7.1 – Day 4 AM:

19) Continued work with committee TR41.7.1:
Review of 60950 Standards:
a.
Bi-National Standard UL/CSA 60950-1 (US / CANADA)

b.
IEC 60950-1; IEC 60950-1 2nd Edition was released 27th March, ‘07
c. 60950-21 (RFT Circuits) 

d. Hazard Based Standard – IEC 62368
SAFETY OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT WITHIN THE FIELD OF AUDIO/VIDEO, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

NOTE from Ivans – UL: UL standards are free of charge to their customers – at least for the standards applicable to the customer application.

20) Discussions re. TC108; USTAG, Canadian National Committee, etc.
21) Discussions re. a proposal for a new Standard for CO / Network Equipment (UL Subj. 2444)
22) Review of yesterday’s completion by TR41.7.5 of the new Standard for Overcurrent Protectors for Telecom Networks.

23) Discussions on other International issues such as Battery Packs and CENELEC Standards
24) Continued review of new and emerging requirements contained in CSA/UL 60950-1 / -21 / -22 / -23. Last month’s - April, 2007 - effective date. IEC 60950-1 / -21 2nd Edition; TC108, IEC 62368.

25) There was discussion on acoustics requirements in UL standards.  

TR41.3 – Day 4 PM:

26) NOTE: TIA-470-B is withdrawn – superseded.
Steve Kropp (VTech) – DSL filters:  Reviewed contribution TR41.3-07-05-007-L-ADSL Sidetone Measurements on testing of DSL Splitters and Microfilters, with and without far-end (customer premise end) splitters and filters – even (a few?) which supposedly comply with the new NIPP-NAI splitter/filter standard about to be released by ATIS. There are sidetone level and other difficulties with signal and Caller-ID signaling levels user complaints apparently being experienced by analog phone users with DSL services – with and without far-end (customer premise end) splitters and filters. Steve’s contribution seems to show the telecom industry needs to address this user complaint with a technical engineering solution – which may require adoption into an ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria.
1. Working Group made their Reports:
a. TR-41.3.3 (Digital Wireline – 920-A)
Roger Britt

b. TR-41.3.9 (HAC Magnetic Noise – TIA-1083 has been published, Labeling Standard)
Jim Bress
c. TR-41.3.10 (Handsfree – 470.120C)
Al Baum

d. TR-41.3.11 (Headset – 470.130-C)
Alan Woo

e. TR-41.3-12 (TAM – 470.330-C)
Ray

2. Expected Items For Sub-Committee Approval
All

a. Request for TIA-920-A (Digital Transmission) for Industry Ballot or Publication

b. Request for TIA-470.120-C (Hands-free) for Committee or Industry Ballot

c. Request for TIA-470.130-C (Headset) for Committee or Industry Ballot

3. Review TR-41.3 Project Status Spreadsheet
All

4. Liaison Reports


a. TR-41.9
Steve Whitesell (VTech)
b. ACTA
John Bipes (ACTA)

The ACTA Report presented to TR41.3 was presented again – to the same rapturous reception as that given by TR41.9. 
c. ITU-SG-12
Joachim Pomy (Avaya)

d. IEEE
Al Baum (Uniden)

e. TR-41.7 (Safety)
Roger Hunt (Thomson)

f. TR-41.4 and VoIP
Joachim Pomy (Avaya)

NIPP

TR41 Plenary – Day 5 PM:

27)

TR41.9 Plenary:  Chair’s Report;
Stephanie Montgomery is now TIA’s Director – Standards and Technology. In her new capacity she’ll continue meeting with TR41 for the foreseeable future and also will be TIA’s liaison more closely with ANSI’s executive committee. I asked Steph to add the ACTA to TIA’s annual report under “TIA Standards Development Program Participants – Other/Government Participants.” Stephanie agreed “Yes”.
Lots of discussion on the “Hearing Aid T-Coil Use” symbol / TIA-1083, and discussions whether or not this standard or symbol should affect the ACTA’s labeling scheme for approved TE.
TR41-07-05-005-MR1-TR41.3 Chair’s Report: Jim Bress’ gave a comprehensive list of TIA standards, their status and technical coverage. (See also item 26, Section 3 above.)
The TR41 Plenary decided to issue a letter through the Chair to ATIS’ NIPP-NAI with technical questions re. the latter’s splitter/filter standard about to be released because of user complaints. (See also item 26, Steve Kropp report above.)

I – the ACTA Representative – agreed to check into the ACTA’s Website’s referencing (desired by SDO TR41 Plenary and TIA) the soon-to-be-published TSB31-C. How to handle – ACTA will have to coordinate with TIA on proprietary issues. However as TSB31C is the definitive lab processes document originally written by the industry at FCC’s request to provide basic guidelines for testing to the then FCC Pt.68 technical requirements and the long-awaited Rev.C item – the only definitive description to the industry of how to test to the ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria!
TR41 Plenary gave permission to TR41.9 Chair Havens to open a project to update TIA-168 to –B…eliminating the several references to Z-Ringers and at least address the “shalls” which appear in the present –A document. 

28)

Next Meeting of TR41:  Ottawa, ON, Canada. Week of 13th – 17th August, 2007
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Addendum comment from TR41 Chair Steve Whitsell, 31st May, ‘07:

The gist of what happened during the May TR-41.9 meeting relative to

Addendum 5 to 968-A is as follows:

   TR-41.9 approved submission of SP-3-0016-AD5 to the TIA Secretariat for

   publication as TIA-968-A-5 (Addendum 5) and forwarding to ACTA for

   adoption.  The TR-41 Plenary concurred in this decision.

   Subsequent to the meeting (in fact, only yesterday), I learned that some

   failure occurred in getting the document submitted for ANSI approval.

   The paperwork has now been submitted, but ANSI approval cannot occur

   until 45 days after notice of the document first appears in ANSI

   Standards Review.  There could be another two-week or so delay due to

   ANSI processing time before that occurs.  The options available to TIA

   at this point include (1) going ahead and submitting the approved

   document as a TIA-only standard for adoption by ACTA, (2) delaying

   submission for two or three weeks in an attempt to time completion of

   the 45-day ANSI process to coincide with the 30 day ACTA review process,

   and (3) delaying submission of the document until after it receives ANSI

   approval.

   Based on the strong need by industry for the document, which provides

   criteria for VDSL2 terminal equipment, and the low probablility of

   comments arising as a result of the ANSI process that would require a

   technical change to the document, TIA is choosing to pursue option (1)

   above.  It is our belief that if the document is adopted by ACTA at the

   end of its 30-day review period, and if no changes are required as a

   result of the ANSI process, then ACTA should be able to change the cover

   sheet on the document it posts on its website to reflect the ANSI

   approval when received without further review or action.
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