ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR TERMINAL ATTACHMENTS (ACTA)

MEETING DATE:

5th November – 9th November, 2007
TITLE:
TIA TR41 (Predominantly SDO TR41.9) Liaison Report

SOURCE:
John Bipes

PURPOSE:
Informative / Liaison Action
DISTRIBUTION TO:

ABSTRACT

Report to the ACTA 6th December Meeting from SDO TIA TR41 – week of 5th November, 2007, Albuquerque, New Mexico
NOTICE

(On contributions, use the source organization’s disclaimer.  On Council documents, use the ACTA disclaimer shown below)

This is a draft document and thus, is dynamic in nature.  It does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  ACTA makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized ACTA further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk ACTA shall be liable for no damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ACTA.

· CONTACT:  John Bipes, ACTA OIP-Primary 507-345-7169 <mobeng@hickorytech.net>

TR41.9.1 – Day 1:
1) Technical review of TR41.9.1-07-11-002MR1-PN-3-0016-RV2_(TIA-968-B)_Draft_6.0_-_19_Oct_07, “Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Technical Requirements for Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network DRAFT (to become TIA-968-B).” Lots of editorial work on annotations, schematic drawings, and on definitions, etc. Target date for balloting, next meeting of TR41 in Albuquerque in November. Projected to be available for adoption by the ACTA in 1st quarter 2008.
TR41.9 – Day 2:

2) Chair Phil Havens entertained a lively discussion in TR41.9 re. the committee’s workload, open projects, future projects and the future viability of .9.

3) The ACTA Report to Ottawa was given – as always to a rapturous reception by SDO TR41.9. I specifically emphasized the ACTA’s re-organization efforts w.r.t. three vs. the present five (+ “Other”) industry segments and emphasized the need for industry participation – particularly by people being present at the 6th September face-to-face meeting of the ACTA as segment reorg. happens.

4) Discussed the old request of TR41.9 to the ACTA for a link on the ACTA’s website – a link to the Test Matrix in TSB31C? Phil Havens is going to go back through the older meeting notes and will update me – the ACTA/SDO Liaison – on the status of the request.
4) INDUSTRY CANADA report by Efrain Guevara: As of 10th September, 2007, I.C. has changed the fee-for-label (previously 11c CDN/ea.) and now charges a one-time filing fee per product – a revenue-neutral fee of $750 CDN (equiv. to approx. $825 USD w. November, 2007’s exchange rate). I.C. does not charge for corrections; however a new model would cost $50 CDN (Matt Mulvihill, I.C., is checking on and will clarify). 
In January 2008 the new Weblink to Industry Canada will obsolete use of the existing weblink.
5) TCB Activities. No report was available.  TCBC fall meetings are in Baltimore, January meetings in San Diego.
6) Target date for completion of TIA-968-B (SP-3-0016-RV3) has slipped again. We’d reported earlier that it would, hopefully, be no later than November, 2007. It’s now slipped to May, 2008. (Scott Roleson guesstimates an 80% chance of that happening.)
7) TSB31-C was voted out of committee in May, 2007. The chair needs yet to send out a ballot acknowledgement (w. some confusion about how to contact former TR41 members no longer around). Chair Havens suspects notifications will be resolved and publication will occur by Christmas, 2007.
TR41 Chair Steve Whitesell, however, made a late contribution (TR41.9-08-11-010L) for possible inclusion to TSB31-C – proposed changes to Section 15 on HAC test issues. This is NOT to delay TSB31-C for Christmas, 2007. If incorporated, it’ll be an addendum.
8) We reported back to the ACTA’s Spring 2007 meeting re. elimination of the interim standard TRQ6 as TIA-968-A-3 published in February, 2005 effectively supersedes TRQ6’s signal power references for SHDSL, HDSL2 and HDSL4, and whereas TRQ6 itself references it’s being effective only until superseded, TR41.9 has recommended that TRQ6 be withdrawn by its author, NIPP-NAI (ATIS’ Network Interface Power and Protection – Network Access Interface committee), and when NIPP-NAI notifies the ACTA we on the ACTA can similarly archive it. TRQ6 balloting closed on 2nd November, 2007, after which it will be archived by NIPP-NAI. Results are not yet known – will be discovered at the NIPP-NAI meeting in Vancouver next week. (John to check with the ACTA Website to ensure TRQ6 is no longer referenced.) 

9) Discussion Re. VoIP phone certification (TR41.9-07-08-010). “The product has an RJ45 Ethernet interface and is supplied via ‘Power over LAN’ (802.3af). There is no direct connection to the PSTN. Is it required to have the product listed in the ACTA database? Is it required that those devices are HAC compliant?” Trone first asked TR41.9’s discussion before prejudicing the group on the ACTA’s response already completed. Upshot: HAC requirements are required. The equipment may be listed on the ACTA database as ancillary equipment.

10) Re. ANSI’s “TCB Evaluation Form”, ANSI-ACP-FR-026: The ad hoc group formed by TR41.9 in May to work with the document (Matt Mulvihill, IC WG-leader, Scott Roleson, Roger Hunt, Trone Bishop, Randy Ivans and John Bipes) was to make a contribution at the August meeting in Ottawa. However it didn’t happen nor did it happen in November in Albuquerque. The WG (still including Randy Ivans?) is scheduled to make the contribution detailing technical updates to TR41.9 at its meeting in February, 2008.  

NOTE: There was a spirited discussion, on comments by Scott Roleson, whether Scope C technical details should expect TCBs – certifiers – to demonstrate testing capability (as present Scope C items seem to suggest). Steve Whitesell quoted from FCC Pt.68.162, para. 3 which seems to confirm such. Scott, however, would draw a distinction between certifier capability and test engineer/technician capability. It was decided we’d table this philosophical difference of opinion and, after the WG has finished updating the technical portions of Scope C, then TR41.9 would draft a letter to ANSI and the ACTA suggesting the existing philosophical concerns. 

11) TIA/TSB-168-B Labeling Requirements update: Ballot comments are resolved and the document will be coming to the ACTA.
12) Next meeting of SDO TR41.9,  5th  February, 2008; perhaps Charleston, Savannah, Gulf Cost, or Orange County.
13) Continued technical review of TR41.9.1-07-11-002MR1-PN-3-0016-RV2_(TIA-968-B)_Draft_6.0_-_19_Oct_07, “Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Technical Requirements for Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network DRAFT (to become TIA-968-B).” Continued editorial work on schematic drawings and definitions. 

Following November’s work on TIA-968-B, Chair Roger Hunt sent the following: 

"The amended draft of TIA-968-B, as modified at the conclusion of the Albuquerque working group meeting, has been posted to the FTP site as contribution TR41.9.1-07-11-002MR2. The direct link to the folder is:  http://ftp.tiaonline.org/tr-41/tr41.9.1/Public/2007-11-Albuquerque/ “
TR41.7.5 – Day 3: 
14) Continued work with committee TR41.7.5 (which did not meet last quarter in Ottawa) on UL Std.2564, Draft 1, “LOW-VOLTAGE SURGE WITHSTAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS OVERCURRENT PROTECTOR COMPONENTS” – the I-Limiting components positioned within TE or between TE and the demarc. point of connection to the PSTN. This document is nearly complete.
Next meeting dates are the week of 4th February, 2008 (venue TBD).
TR41.7.1 – Day 4 AM-PM:

15) Continued work with committee TR41.7.1 – Harmonization of International Safety Standards:
Chair Ivans reviewed IEC activities, TC108/HBSDT, and the role of the USTAG. AV/Telecom/Acoustics. All towards a proposed new IEC 62368. Whatever results from these IEC / USTAG efforts will likely result in a new international safety standard which will replace IEC 60950 and -950 variants at CSA and UL. An important issue! 

Review (again) of 60950 Standards:

a.
Bi-National Standard UL/CSA 60950-1 (US / CANADA)

b.
IEC 60950-1; IEC 60950-1 2nd Edition was released 27th March, ‘07
c. 60950-21 (RFT Circuits) 

d. Hazard Based Standard – IEC 62368
SAFETY OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT WITHIN THE FIELD OF AUDIO/VIDEO, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Lots of discussion on 4.7.1 Reducing the risk of ignition and spread of flame – “candle flame test” ensued. Threat of fire, contribution of fuels (particularly plastics). 

NOTE: Secondary protectors:

497A originally designed to protect telephone premises wiring for excessive current. 

497B is excessive voltage limiting.
16) Acoustic requirements…discussed IEC 62368; IEC document 108/244/CD. 
17) Discussions re. IEEE 802.3ah…EFM (Ethernet 1st Mile) and floating metallic cabling – POE (Power Over Ethernet) considerations. Ethernet cables w.r.t. wire-line telecom wiring in premises has much the same bonding/ground/lightning concerns as wire-line telecom (as contained in TIA-968). Should .7.1 open a new project? 60950 applies in the absence of any new standards which .7.1 might produce. 
TR41.7.1 meets again in February in ____________. Perhaps Tom Burke, UL, will present info. from USTAG.
TR41.7 – Day 4 later PM:

18) Heard liaison reports from TR41.7.1 and TR41.7.5.

19) Randy discussed NTP activities. T1.319’s 5-year review. Also GR-63. And intelligent NIDs (Network Interface Devices – used between PSTN and TE at customer premise). Some work being done on RoHs / lead-free.
20) There were discussions re. whether or not to reaffirm ANSI/TIA-631-A-2002:  TIA STANDARD  Telecommunications – Telephone Terminal Equipment – Radio Frequency Immunity Requirements. 

21) Discussions on TIA/EIA-631-A. Telecom RFI standard. The committee voted to reaffirm the standard.

22) Roger Hunt reported on the 13th November teleconference on. EPS External Power Supply – plug in P/S criteria.

23) Chair Randy Ivans brought to the committee’s attention the issue of telecom items being handled by children, as toys, and consequently UL’s looking at the items under toy standard criteria.

24) UL2054, Lithium Battery standard, has been revised.

TR41 Plenary  – Day 5 AM:

25) Heard introductions from Chair Whitesell and requested of him opportunity to give a pitch for the ACTA – yet again describing the reorganization of the ACTA Interest Segments, Nominations and Elections – under New Business.

TR41.3: is working on comparing technical requirements for TE – ETSI vs. others. 

TSB-177 was submitted to TIA for publication. Also, a WG agreed to open a project to create an addendum to TIA-1083 to cover methods of testing TE w. a Digital Interface. (Using TSB-31C addendum for FCC Pt.68.316 testing of Digital TE. WG on this addendum was started in TR41.3.9) A liaison letter to HLAA is being sent by Chair Whitesell. Al Bohm has agreed to edit the TIA-1083 Addendum. Target completion date 02/2008. 

PN-3-4350.120-RV3, Hands Free Acoustic Performance Requirements for Analog Telephones  is to be published as TIA-470.120-C.
PN-3-4350.330 Telephone Answering Devices to become TIA-470.330-C.

Discussions re. Test Signals to be used related to product design including recorded voice compression which may make current signals and test.

PN-3-4705-RV1 Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Telephones is to become TIA-920-A. Discussion re. distortion measurements. Significant discussion re. how to address the draft P.79 rev. which specifies loudness ratings calculations and weightings.

PN-3-xxxx-RV1 Automatic Stutter Dialtone Detection Performance is to become TIA-855-A. TR41.3.2 WG is to become active to handle this work. (James Bress, AST.)

Al Bohm of Uniden was elected in a unanimous vote to be new chair of TR41.3.

TR41.4: Report was given by unemployed Jochim Pomy – Germany – having traveled from Germany on bonus miles!
PN-3-0103 Requirements for a Wireless LAN Based IP Telephony Endpoint is to become TIA-1003.

SP-3-0290 Roll ANSI/TIA-464-C to become ANSI/TIA-464-D. Target completion date Feb. 2008.
TIA 596 (R2002) Network Channel Terminating Equipment for PSDS (ANSI/TIA/EIA-596-92). Administrative balloting; target completion date Feb., 2008.

TSB-32-A (R2002) Overall Transmission Plan Aspects for Telephone in a Private Network. Being reaffirmed.

TR41.4 is in serious search of a chair since Joann Macmillan has had to retire her SDO activities during her sunset time at Avaya (and vice-chair Roger Britt is no longer employed – by Nortel - Ottawa).

TR41.7:

PN-3-0129 Telecom Circuit Overcurrent Protectors (to be submitted to UL). This document is circulating back through UL and will be returned to TR41.7.5. (Frank Ladonne, UL, is handling the UL process.)

UL60950-1. Formal proposal to add the “candle flame test”.  A comment letter is being sent to UL to the effect that there are ‘serious concerns re. the lack of substantiation or rationale for the test.’

“Ethernet 1st Mile” (EFM) front end circuits. Covered by 802.3ah specifications. A WG project being opened to research the technical background of the current requirements, comparisions w. the original models of PSTN POTS line hostilities formerly in the Environmental part of FCC PT.68 and now in the ACTA’s TIA-968 Environmental Simulation sections, and to develop appropriate requirements for EFM and similar communications technologies. Likely this will result in a proposal to UL to revise UL60950-1.

TIA/EIA-631-A up for 5-year review and it’s being reaffirmed w.o. change.

TR41.7 is going to invite an expert to talk about TC108 / US-TAG / UL-THC / UL-STP, etc. (It was hinted that I’d be a good candidate for serve on the US-TAG. Support? Support? Roger Hunt said the Thompson rep. is quitting TC108)

TR41.9:
SP-3-0016-RV2, a re-write to TIA-968A to become ANSI/TIA-968-B, target completion date May 2008. This will then presumably become a new

SP-3-3602-RV3, Rational & Measurement Guidelines for TIA-968 is being published as TSB-31-C (pending resolution of one ballot “no” vote – from a voter no longer employed with his company). 
PN-3-0014-UGRV2, TIA-168-B Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Label Requirements was balloted on. Should be no problem to publish after today.

PN-3-4124, Responses to Pt.68 and TIA-968.

TSB-31-C, Sect.15 (Chair Whitesell’s Addendum) may be revised – target date May, 2008.
Discussions re. opening up a “submit your question” slot on the TIA Website – questions which would then be directed to TR41.9 and/or specific members of .9.
TR41.9 ideas re. TR41.9 leadership contact info. on the TIA Website.

TR41.9 discussions re. .9’s generating a Newsletter specific to .9 happenings.

TR41.9 interested in expanding to an international view rather than just a No. American view. Question – does this exceed the scope of TR41? Discussed. Neither Chair Whitesell nor TIA’s Stephanie foresaw any difficulty.
TR41.9 interested in editing support in consideration of end-document users for whom English is not their 1st language.

TR41.9 is interested in a technical dictionary. Although TR41 rejected it as an overally TR41 lexicon, the Plenary passed it as a .9 item alone.
ATIS NIPP-NAI liaison report was given by Chair Whitesell. TR41.3 is most closely related with NIPP-NAI activities…on such things as DSL Splitter-Filters.

IEEE 802.11/19: Chair Whitesell is no longer being supported by his company to attend these meetings.

UL Technical Harmonization updates were given by UL’s Randy Ivans. Phil Havens becomes the new liaison – w. TIA support (only for the participation fees).

ACTA Report: The ACTA Report was given to the TR41 Plenary with great enthusiasm exceeded only by its rapturous reception followed by a standing ovation. Applause continued for minutes following. Doubtless, as a result the ACTA will be veritably flooded with nominees and there will follow a great clamoring for ballots to cast votes. The ATIS Secretariat is forewarned to watch for rampant voter fraud.
TR41 Plenary adjourned at 10:15AM.
26) Next Meeting of TR41:  4th-8th February, 2008; perhaps Charleston, Savannah, Gulf Cost, or Orange County.
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