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Dear fellow members of the ACTA:

Some of we ACTA members are finding continued participation in the ACTA extremely difficult for financial reasons…particularly but probably not only myself but also my companion in the ‘Other’ segment. OIP do not represent a specific economic entity of the telecom industry; we are  in fact  specifically designated as being separate from any of the other 5 segments  an understandable funding conundrum.

By this contribution, I’d like to have the ACTA actively seek out methods of underwriting at least the out-of-pocket costs  if not also some rudimentary return for the time commitment  of those of us who serve on the ACTA.

When we were doing the first look at Clint Pinkham’s dozen or so proposals for ACTA funding, one of the options most all of us thought worth pursuing was looking for some sort of governmental grant, or perhaps an endowment through some organization such as Nat’l. Science Foundation, Nat’l. Inst. For Science & Technology, etc. 

1)      I propose we instruct the ACTA Director to actively begin exploration of these grant and/or endowment avenues of funding, specifically for underwriting member participation but perhaps secondarily for the entire ACTA budget.

2)      In the interim but perhaps permanently, I propose we ask both TIA and ATIS to tap their broad-based sources of support from their constituencies to specifically underwrite the costs of ACTA member participation now. With both sponsoring entities co-funding equitably, there should be no conflict with FCC’s specific interest in ACTA independence.  

Relevent sections of the FCC’s Report & Order (emphasis mine): 

99-261, para. 56: “…Finally, we conclude that it is not necessary for us to establish specific funding mechanisms for the Administrative Council.  We believe that the Administrative Council and the joint sponsoring organizations, TIA and ATIS, are in the best position to determine financing arrangements.  We are also confident that they will ensure successfully that small businesses and individuals are able to participate in the standards-setting and to purchase the Council’s published standards.  We note that TIA and ATIS, in their proposal for a joint Administrative Council sponsorship are considering issues pertaining to funding of the Administrative Council.  Because the relationship between the sponsoring organizations and the Administrative Council will be a contractual one, subject to our overarching policies of accessibility and openness, we leave these matters within the Administrative Council's purview…”

Please add this contribution letter to the ACTA’s 19 September meeting.

With sincerity and much appreciation,

John Bipes, Primary  - OIP Segment

