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ABSTRACT 
The IP-NNI Task Force has had extensive discussion of the difference between a “standard” and a “technical report” and for the appropriate language to use in a standard. This contribution provides context on ATIS standards that may be helpful in this discussion. 
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Introduction

Extensive discussions within the ATIS/SIP Forum IP-NNI Task Force suggest that not everyone has the same understanding to what constitutes a “standard” and the implications of “requirements” within a standard. This contribution attempts to clarify these terms from an ATIS perspective. 
Discussion
The following points provide a summary of important aspects of ATIS standards and the standards process, for consideration by the IP-NNI TF:

1. A standard can have sections that include non-normative text to explain or illustrate the normative sections. The fact that a paragraph includes “TR-like” language does not in any way imply that the entire document should be a TR. One of the motivations for the use of “MUST” and “SHOULD” in standards is to unambiguously identify the normative requirements and to differentiate them from the explanatory text that supplements the requirements.
2. All ATIS documents are “standards” by definition. Even if a document is labeled a Technical Report it is still an “ATIS Standard” under the ATIS OP. Part of the reason for this was to avoid having overly rigid definitions of different types of documents with different associated processes.  ATIS does not therefore recognize in its OP specific distinctions between TRs and other documents.  

3. All ATIS deliverables are voluntary standards.

a. From an ATIS perspective, no one is required to comply with any ATIS standard.

b. ATIS has regularly submitted to regulatory hearings emphasizing the importance of this principle.

c. The voluntary nature of a deliverable can be further emphasized in the deliverable’s text.

4. The requirements in ATIS standards (e.g., “MUST”) indicate what must be done to “comply with this standard” – nothing more. If you don’t want to claim you comply with the standard you are free to follow or ignore the requirements to your heart’s content.

